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Once upon a time, three merchants
were on their way to another city to
sell their wares.
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On their journey, they stopped
to rest under a big, shady tree. They
took out the food they brought

along.
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While they were eating, a frail, old
man came up to them. He asked the
merchants, “Could you kindly spare
some food for an old man? Even some
leftovers will do.”
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The first merchant said, “l can’t give you any.” The
second merchant said, “l only have enough for myself and
this has to last me for the next few days,” and refused to
help the old man. The third and last merchant shared half
of his food with the starving old man. The three merchants
soon continued on their way.
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Suddenly, the sky darkened. Thunder
clapped and lightning flashed. The three
merchants took shelter under a tree to
avoid getting wet.
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The three merchants thought: “One of us must be bad.
That must be why the weather changed instantly.” So
they walked into the open one by one. “The bad one will
surely get struck by lightning and the rest will be lucky,”
they discussed.
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The first merchant thought he was the
bad person and walked out into the
open, trembling. Luckily, lightning did
not strike him.
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The second merchant was also scared
the lightning would strike on his turn
and walked out fearfully. But look!
He didn’t get struck either. So, they
assumed, the bad person must be
the third merchant.
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The third merchant was terrified to
come out from under the tree. The two
other merchants teased him as they
went away.
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As the third merchant slowly walked
out into the open - CRASH! A bolt of
lightning struck the ground. It hit the
tree near him.




6O, . « BJEOYpayoy  WwOOE[FDmEs
26epEery MO3Md§ 9§ copadlgod
QO§960  QIBANEONMABI  coPad[god
QO§06REI0Y  ROIDONm  Blogazeds

(e3¢} N
G:32[03:Clou

But look! Sparkling colors poured out
from the tree when it was split in half. It
was full of precious gems! And out came
the Thagyamin as well.
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The Thagyamin was none other than the
old man who had earlier begged the three
merchants for food. The kind merchant who gave his

food to the old man had now been rewarded with
riches.
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Why was the third merchant Who were the unlucky ones? Why? Q S .
What did the three merChantS Say to rewarded Wlth precious gems? y y OREO‘DO’)O']Q)Q)’D.II
the old man? , Do you help your classmates when
What would you say: they need something?
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